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PREFACE. v

when envelaped in flames, sung aloud to the honor of their God and their Savior, in that
they were offered up as sacrifices for hisholy name. Were we to relate the joy and conso-
Iation of those, who, having escaped death, wandered in solitary places and foreign coun-

tites withou
be inadequa

t helprm' asgistance, friends or relations, time would fail, and words would
te. The testimony of Paul is found true, that all things work together for

good to them that love God. Rom, vin. 28. For those who were deprived of friends
and human assistance, found help in the angels of God, and protgation under the wings
of the Almighty. Those who had no external rest nor dwelling e, found rest and a
mansion of ‘content in the recesses of their own hearts. Suach as were almost in a
state of nudity, not having requisite apparel, were clothed spiritually with the robe of
rightenusness, and the garment of salvation and godly virtue. Those who had to aban-
don their secular business, beinghrubbed of their estates, and reduced to poverty, pos-
t

sessed abundant internal riches

rough the grace of God, which they experienced, and

the consolation of the Holy Ghost, and the word of the Lord which they counted more
precious than gold or silver. The inclemency of the seasons, the summer’s heat, the
winter’s cold, the vernal and autunnal humidity, as also the casualties of thundcr, light-
ning. hail, snow, rain, wind, hunger, thirst, sickness, adversity and innumerous trou-
bles which assailed the wanderers in their poverty and persecution, served as their de-
light and refreshment in the Lord, knowing that all this would be turned into joy in a
fature world; since it is written : “Blessed are ye that weep now ; for ye shall laugh.”
Luke vi. 1. Again: *“That we must, through much tribulation, enter into the king-
dom of God.” Acts x1v. 22. And, in another place : ‘““If we suffer, we shall also reign
with him.” They might exclaim with the apostie: “For our light affliction, which is

but for a m
2Cor. 1v. 1

oment. worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”
6. Nay, ““we reckon that the sufferings of this present time, are not worthy

to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” Rom, vir. 18. “For
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord :
whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.

Many would not have exchanged the dark dreary dungeonsand the caves of the earth
in which they had to secrete themselves, for the palaces of royalty. The wilderness
was to them a paradise, the howling of the wild beasts was as sweet music and as the
melody of the winged songsters of the grove. 'Water roots, or stale and dry bread af-
forded them greater refreshment than the most delicious viands of the rich.

This was granted them by the munificent hand of God ; on account of the stedfast-
ness of their faith, from which they could not be withdrawn nor -seduced ; on account

of their livi

conseqaence of which they were able to despise and forget the wealth of this world

ng hope, which awakened in their souls a longing for the future riches, in
H

and on account of their inextinguishable love for God, the divine truth, and their be-
loved brethren, whereby their souls were more intensely inflamed, than their bodies
were by temporal fire; though they were reduced to ashes. But can carnal men com-
prehend this? we think not; for how could a carnal man conceive the operations of the
Spirit of God 2 How could the earthly minded man extend his views to heaven? How
eould that man understand what pertains to salvation, who is destitute of happiness and

aesses no desire, through the grace of God, to obtain it? What spark of divine love
can that man possess, whose heart is icy cold, and who loves nothing so much as sin
and sinfulness. “The natural man receiveth-not the things of the Spirit of God.”
1 Cor. 11. 14. We maintain, therefore, that these are things which do not pertain to the

worldl
a

ly minded, since they ignorantly despise them, but to the heavenly minded, who,
spiritual engles, contemplate with mental eyes, the mysteries of God ; who seek their
tification in him, and place their delight in his saints and beloved; who have lost their
es

for his heavenly truth. y
For this cause we address ourselves to you, my dearly beloved brethren and mtersl_

who have held the same faith with us and our murdered friends, the blessed martyrs o
God. 'To you we have inscribed this book, the humble performance of our hands, but,

nevertheless,

a precious jewel in regard to the subjects and the persons therein eontain- |

Receive it, therefore, in the same love.with which it is dedicated to you, Peruse &

and with the same devotion and attention with which it was written and

it fi tly,
it freques dy; and we indulge the firm confidence, that it will not be unconducive to the

transcn
interests 0
selves,
Rath,
or to re
lodgest,
thou diest,

f your souls. But, above all things, ohserve with scrutiny, the martyrs them-

reflect upon the immobility of their faith, and follow their instructive example.

the Moabite, said-to her mother-in-law, Naemi, “Entreat me not to leave thee,

tarn from following after thee ; for whither thou goeth, I will go; and where thou
1 will lodee: thy people shall be my ﬂreople. and thy God my God. Where

will I die,"and there-will I be burted:

¢ death part thee and me.” Ruth 1. 16, 17.

the Lord do so to ufe, and more also,

if onght n;n‘r indissoluble love, ought we, dearly beloved, to be bound unto our happy

By simi
departed
footsteps U

brethren, who have been_slain for the testimony of the Lord, following their

to the end : since the God whom they confessed and served, is also our

2 Savior in whom they hoped, is our Savior ; the faith which they professed is
g‘;dmg:f ( we speak in reference to the’Baptists-in gen’erul ;) the laws and the mmmd7
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this, strengthen me by thy good spirit, and arm me with thy comfort and grace, #o that
1 may notg(tl')‘l confess T{ee with the mouth, but with a vi’;tuuus and pious life, in the
most holy faith; and if necessary, and if it would redound to thy honor, not to spare my
own life, but surrender it, so that I may be like my most beloved friends and slain fel-
low brethren and sisters, and receive with them, a like reward in the great day of re-
compense. This I heartily ask of them now and till the hour of my death, for ever and
ever. O Lord, let it be done. For thine, O God, is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen.

. T. J. V. BracHT.
Dortrecht, July 334, A. D. 1659.

Notr. The prefatory remarks by the German Traunslator, and the Advertisement by the Dutch
Publisher, are omitted; because we consider them irrelevant to the present Edition. The substance
of the German Translator’s remarks, is this:—The work has been faithfully translated from the Datch—
Brintod on a large type, so that young and old may read it with ease. The Jdvertisement by the

utch Publisher, contains a few plain statements of some amendments introduced in regard to obsvlete

words and phrases—that the whole is accurately compiled from authentic chronicles, &c.—7vanslascr.

To all my friends and fellow brethren in Jesus Christ our Savior, &c.
DEAR FRIENDS: '

A . Do not anticipate that we shall conduct you to the Grecian theatres, to
witness fashionable comedies and see fanciful dramas represented. Wedo notlead you
into arbors and pleasure gardens of Atlas, Adonis or Semiramis, who had them sus-
pended in the air; and where those of yore met to chant their poetic stanzas—nor need
you apprehend that we will lead you into the vale of sorrows; nay, the places whither
we shall conduct you, cannot, with strict propriety, be termed places of affliction.

‘True, we shall lead you into dark valleys, into the valleys of death, where you will
behold nothing but dry bonesa sculls and dread skeletons; these beheade(il and those
drowned, and others strangled, some burnt, others crushed upon the wheel, some torn
by w1ld'i)easts, half devoured, and cruelly put to death; besides, a host who escaped
death with the marks of their Savior on their bodies, wandering about in mountains and
valleys, through forests and deserts, forsaken of friends and relations, robbed and stript
of all their temporal possessions, and live in extreme poverty. S

To look upon all this, will not create true sorrow ; although this is horrific in appear-
ance, the soul will nevertheless rejoice, because of the great number slain. Not one
of them would have preferred life before death, because, in many irtances, life was
offered them, if they would but apostatize from'the living faith. But this they declined;
many of them met death with a smile—met death cheerfully ; nay, some of them strove
to go before others, to be the first to meet their fate ; who did not fear to endure all the
tortures that could possibly be inflicted by those tyrants—nay, they endured more than
we suppose a mortal able to endure, ]

any of them were pious hearers and champions of Christ, manfully contending, first,
to enter the strait gate, leaving flesh and blood behind.  Meditating upon these things,
my sgul was‘transpo:ted wtit‘h raptu:es, so that I hid wishgd to be‘of then; numbir.
*

"Then follows a great multitude of pious and virtuous people of God—men, women,
gouths and virgins, all clothed with the same armor of faith, and walking the same coursc.

ome of these, besides their leaders, were deprived of life; but those who were left,
were conducted to different places of execution, where many of their brethren and sis-
ters were slain—some burnt, some roasted at the stake; who were, nevertheless, not
deterred, although they witnessed this mode of torture, but were of good cheer, called
upon God for succor, that they might not gf]-ow faint in their sufferings, but prove stead-
fast to the end—this done, they also were burnt. .

‘This seemed to break our heart—we resiled, and were overwhelmed with grief. But
when we considered their constancy, and that for the fervent heat endured, tlwg had
found refrigerate balm with God ; nay, might reasonably anticipate to receive the bless-
ed crown of neverfading immortality, our sorrows fled, and a heavenly flow of soul
glowed in our bosom, so that we could not express ourselves for ecstacy !

* * * * * * * * * * L

" Some were not only_candid, but went forth unto death rejoicing, which was evident
from their conduct. Others expressed it verbally, discoursing of the consolation and
hope they enjoyed when placed at the stake; numbers, when the fire was kindling, nay,
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BLOODY THEATRE,

OR

MARTYRS MIRROR,

DEFENCELESS CHRISTIANS,

WHID SUFFERED AND WERE PUT TO DEATH FOR THE TESTIMONY OF
JESUS, THEIR SAVIOR, FROM THE TIME OF CHRIST, UNTIL
THE YEAR A, D. 1660 '

PORMERLY COMPILED FROM VARIOUS AUTHENTIO CHRONICLES AND TESTIMONIES, PUB-
LISHED IN THE DUTOH LANGUAGE,

p BY THIELEM J. VON BRACHT.

Carefully translated into the German ; from which it is"translated, compared with
the original, and carefully revised ; and numerous texts of scripture more
correctly quoted than in the German Edition,

BY L DANIEL RUPP,

Buthor of der Maertyrer Gesehichte, Geographical Catechism, C’O,
member of the Pennsylvania Lyceum, Corresponding member
of the York county Cabinet of Natural Sciences,
$c. &e. &e.
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