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INTRODUCTION.

Tazx t increase of drunkenness, within the last half century, smoug the

of the United States, led a oumber of philanthropic individuuls, in the year to
consult together, upon the duty of making more mited, systematic,and extended efforts
for the prevention of this evil. Its cause was at once seen to be, the use of intoxicat-
':g liquor; and its appropriate remedy, abstinence. It was also known, that the use
liquor, as a beverage, is not only needless, but injurious to the health, the

virtue, and the iness of men. It was believed, that the facts which had been, and
which might be collected, would prove this, to the satisfaction of every disinterested and
¢andid mind ; and that if the knowledge of them were universally disseminated it would,
with the divine blessing, do much toward changing the habits of the nation. It was
therefore to be proper to make the experimeat. For this purpose, was formed

ot 18th of February, 1826, Tux AnERrICAN TExPERANCK Socizry. Its
object is, by the diffusion of information, the exertion of kind woural influence, and
the power of united, and consistent example, to effect such a change of sentiment and
E:dce, that drunkenness and all its evils will cease; and temperance, with its atten-
t benefits to the bodies and souls of men, will miversally prevail. This object the
Bociety has now pursued for ten years; and the resukts of its efforts, are presented to
the comsideration of the community, in the sabsequent volume. It is eamestly devired
that a eﬂyy of this volume may be put into the hands of every Preacher, Lawyer, Phy-

sician, Magistrate, Officer of Government, Secretary of a Temperance Socicty, Feach-
!.h'e of yo:’th, and educated young mun, thronghout the United States, aad 1 ut
worxa,

The principles, facts, and reasonings contained in this volume, have special reference
@ Aloovhol, in the form of distilled gi'qoor; but they will apply to it, in every other
form, in proportion to its quantity, the frequency with which it is weed, and its power
to produce intoxication ; or de went of the regular and healthy action of the Jfuman
Bystem. The volume is divided into five parts, caled Reports. ~These, however, are
aot so much Reports of the operatioms of the friends of Temperance and their resuits,
as Reports of Principles in the Government of God, as illustrated by facts, with regard
to wen, which show, that for them to continve to use ardent spirit as a beverage, is a
violation of his laws; and will prove, by its consequences, that, *‘ the way of truns-
gressors is hard.”

The first part shows that it is immoral to drink soch liquor; and the second that it |
js immoral to manufacture, vend, or furnish it, to be drank by others. The third
shows that the making, or continuing of laws which license men to sell ardent spirits
to be used as a beverage, and thus teaching to the community that the drinking of it is
;iﬂt, and throwing over it the shield of legisiative sanction and support, is also :mmoral,

fourth part, exhibits those principles of Divine Revelation, which the above men-
tibned practices violate; and the fifth part, shows the manner m which Aleohol, when
wsed as a beverage, causes death to the bodies and sowls of men.

Hundreds of nds of persons of all ages, conditions and employments, in view
of its evils, have ceased to use it; and so far as they or others can discever, have been
greatly bencfited by the change. Let all do the same, and drunkenness will universally
and for ever cease. Pauperism, crime, rickness, insanity, wretchedness, and premature
death, will, to a great extent, be prevented. lfealth, virtuc and happiness will be in-
creaded; human life be prolonged; the Eoopel, threugh grace, be more widely extended,
#nd embraced; God be more highly honored, and souls in greater nusmbers be.

fed, purified, and saved.

Eanh individoal, therefore, into whose band this volume may come, is most respeot-
Gully aml earnestly entreated attentively to peruse it; and if he has not already dowe it,
seriously to inquire whether it is not his duty to renounce for ever the use of intuxicating
drink. He is also requested to communicate as extensively as possible the knowbds
of the facts which the volume contsins; and to labor, in all suitable ways, to induce
persons 10 exemplify its principles, by a united and consistent example.



FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT.

Tue Executive Commitiee of the American Temperance So-
ciety, having been permitted, through the kindness of the Lord, 10
continue their labors in his service, would, as a testimony to his
goodness, present their Fourth Report.

In the evils which this Society aims to remove, the connection
between error in principle, and immorality in practice, is strikingly
exhibited. Less than three hundred years ago,* the error began to
prevail in Great Britain, that ardent spirit, as an article of luxury
or dict, or as an aid to labor, is useful. The cause of this error
was, the deceptive feelings of those who used it. Being, in its
nature, a mocker, it deceived them. By disturbing healthy action
and inducing disease, it created an unnatural thirst ; the gratification
of which, like the gratification of the desire of sinning in the man
who sins, causes it to increase ; and the end is death.

The consequence has been, as stated by a writer in Scotland,
and as illustrated by facts, ¢ There is reason to believe, that intem-
Eerance has cost that country more lives, demoralized more persons,

roken more hearts, beggared more families, and sent more souls to
perdition, than all other vices put together.”

This fatal error, that ardent spirit is for men in health useful, did
not prevail generally among the nass of people in this country, till
after the American Revolution. In that mighty struggle which gave
birth to a nation, and in the numerous hardships and dangers to
which the soldiers were exposed, they were furnished, by the
government, with a portion of this poison, under the fatal delusion
that it would do them good. he consequence was, as, under
similar circumstances, it ever nfust be, the diseased appetite which
this poison creates, was formed by great numbers; was carried out
by them, at the close of the war, into the community ; and was ex-
tended through the country.

At the close of the first half century of our national existence,
this diseased appetite had become so prevalent as to demand, annu-
ally, for its gratification, more than sixty millien gallons of liquid
fire. And while it cost the consumers more than thirty milki

* ArpxiNDIX, A.
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dollars, it caused more than three fourths of all the pauperism,
crimes, and wretchedness of the community. It also greatly in-
creased the number, frequency, and violence of diseases; and,
according to the testimony of the most intelligent and judicious
Ehysicians, occasioned annually the loss of more than thirty thousand
ives. The loss of property, occasioned by the consumption of
ardent spirit, amounted, in forty years, to a greater sum than the
value of all the houses and lands in the United States, forty years
ago. The use of it caused a destruction—and, there is reason to
fear, for both worlds—of more than half a million of men.

Though no exact account had been taken in this country, it was
known that it had destroyed the reason of a great portion of all the
maniacs in the land ; and had lessened the rcason, as well as weak-
ened the bodies, blunted the moral susceptibilities, and hardened
the hearts of all who had freely used it.

Of seven hundred and eighty-one maniacs in two hospitals i
Great Britain, three hundred and ninety-two were made such by
intemperance.® And had the inquiry been as carefully made in this
country, the result might have been substantially the same. The
free use of this simulant had, in many cases, caused a predisposition
to insanity, not only in those who used it, but in their children,
and children’s children. A tendency to this disease, and many
others occasioned by strong drink, had become hereditary, and
was transmitted from generation to generation. A diminution of
size and stature, a decrease of bodily and mental strength, a feeble-
ness of vision, and a premature old age, told of a diseasc that had
seized on the vitals, and was consuming the energies of life. The
use of this liquid was causing a general deterioration of body and
mind, and was threatening to roll its curses, in broader and deeper
streams, over all future generations.

Yet, notwithstanding this, such was the nature of this poison,
and such its power to deceive those who used it, that the opinion
was almost universal, that the use of it was salutary, and to laboring
men needful.

Trotter, who had as good an opportunity and was as well able
to judge as any man, had indeed said, “That of all the evils of
human life, no cause of disease had so wide a range, or so large u
share, as the use of spirituous liquors ; and that more than half of all
the sudden deaths were occasioned by them;”—and Aitman had
declared, ¢ That art never made so fatal a present to mankind
as the invention of distilling them.”

Willan had said, * That the use of these liquors, in large cities,
produced more diseases than confined air, unwholesome exhalu-
tions, and the combined influence of all other evils;”—and Pans,

* Arvrxupix, B.
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“ That the art of distillation must be regarded as the greutest
curse ever inflicted on human nature ; and that ardent spirits produce
more than half of all chronical diseases.”

Darwin had testified, ¢ That when chronical diseases arise from
the use of ardent sPirit, they are liable to become hereditary, even
to the third generation; and if the cause is continued, to increase
till the family becomes extinct.”

Frank bad declared, “'I'hat the use of these liquors ought to be
entirely dispensed with, on account of their tendency, even when
taken in small doses, to induce disease, premature old age, and
death ;”—and Cheyne had stigmatized them, as being “ most like
opium in their nature and operation, and most like arsenic in their
deleterious and poisonous efects.”

Mosely had said, from his own observation, having resided in the
West Indies, ¢ That persons who drink nothing but cold water, or
mnake it their principal drink, are but little affected by tropical ch-
mates ; that they undergo the greatest fatigue without inconvenience,
and are not so subject as others to dangerous diseases ;”—and Bell,
«That rum, when used even moderately, always diminishes the
strength, renders men more susceptible of disease, and unfits them
{or any service in which vigor and activity are required ; and that
we might as well throw oil mto a house, the roof of which was on
{ire, in order to prevent the flames froin extending to the inside, as .
to pour ardent spirits into the stomach, to lessen the effect of a
hot sun upon the skin.”

Munro had declared, “That a man had no more need of ardent
spirit than a cow, or a horse ;>—and Kirk, ¢ That fifteen out of
twventy cases of liver complaint were occasioned by the use of it;
and that men who had always been considered temperate had,
by using it, shortened life more than twenty years.” H’c)r had also
miven It as his opinion, that the regular and respectable use of this
paison kills more men than drunkenness itself. Barkhausen had
testified, *“ That he had known persons affected even with delirium
tremens, who had never been intoxicated in their whole lives.”

Rush had maintained, ¢ That men in all kinds of business would
be better without the use of spirituous liquors; and that there are
but one or two cases in which they can be used without essential
injury ;”—and Chapman, ¢ That the evils of using them are so
great, that the emptying of Pandora’s box was but the type of what .
has been experienced by the diffusion of these liquors among the
human species !”

Others had given a similar testmony, and denounced the use of
them altogether, except in case of necessity. But, with many
who professed to adopt this rule, the difficulty was, the necessity,
in their estimation, came every day. The consequence was, if
they and their children did not become drunkards, they raised no
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barrier to that tide of drunkenness which was sweeping through the
land.

Judge Hale, after twenty years’ observation and experience, had
declared, “That if all the murders, and manslaughters, and
burglaries, and robberies, and riots, and tumults, the adulteries, forni-
cations, rapes, and other great enormities, which had been commit-
"ted within that time, were divided into five parts, four of them
would be found to have been the result of intemperance.”

The Sheriff of London and Middlesex had said, ¢ That the evil
which lies at the root of all other evils, is that, especially, of drink-
ing ardent spirit; that he had long been in the habit of hearing
eriminals refer all their misery to this, so that he had ceased to ask

the cause of their ruin, so universally was it effected by spirituous
liquors.” And Mr. Poinder, in an examination before the Commit-
tec of the House of Commons, had testified, ¢ That from facts, that
had fallen under his own observation, he was persuaded that, in all
trials for murder, with very few, if any exceptions, it would ap-
rear, on investigation, that the criminal had, in the first instance, de-
ivered up his mind to the brutalizing effects of spirituous liquors.”
“And similar was the testimony from others.

John Wesley had declared, and published to the world, ¢ That
‘the men who traffic in ardent spinit, and sell to all who will buy, are
poisoners general; that they murder his majesty’s subjects by
.wholesale ; neither does their eye pity or spare. And what,” said
he, “is their gain? Is it not the blood of these men? Who would
envy their large estates, and sunptuous palaces? A curseis in thic
midst of them. The curse of God is on their gardens, their walks,
-their groves; a fire that buns to the nethermost hell. Blood,
blood, is there; the foundation, the floor, the walls, the roof, arc
stained with blood. And canst thou hope, O man of blood, thougls
thou art clothed in scarlet, and fine linen, and farest sumptuously
every day, canst thou hope to deliver down the fields of blood to the
third generation? Not so—there is a God in heaven ; therefore thy
name shall be rooted out. Like as those whom thou hast desu'oyed) ,
both body and soul, thy memorial shall perish with thee.”

The E: riends had prohibited their members from engaging in the
traffic in ardent spirit, and discountenanced the use of it as an
immorality.

Yet such was the power of ardent spirit to blind the understand-
ing, sear the conscience, and harden the heart, that, notwithstanding
these, and other similar testimonies from physicians, jurists and
divines, many were engaged in the traffic ; some who professed to
be Christians, who had covenanted to do good, and good only, as
they had opportunity, to all, were making, and, for the sake of gain,
were furnishing to all who would purchase, that which tended to ruin
them, and their children after them, for both worlds. And so de-
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ceived were the comnmunity, that it was generally thought to be,
proper. It was licensed by the government, and sanctioned by
Christian churches. Some who were officers in these churches,
and who profess to be ministers of the gospel, were actively en-.

gaged in Elmsshmg that which tended, with its whole influence, to
prevent the progress of the gospel, and to perpetuate spiritual death
to all future generations.

But a great change has been commenced; and one which, in
the rapidity and extent of its progress, has no arallel in the lnstory
of man. Already is it spoken o% by the wise and the good in thig
and other countiies, as one of the woaders of the world.

“ The great discovery,” says a European writer, “has at length
come forth like the light of a new day, that the temperate members
of socicty are the chief agents in promoting and perpetuating
drunkenness. On whose mind this great truth first rose, is not
known. Whoever he was, whether humble or great, peace to his
memory. He has done more for the world than he who enriched
it with the kuowledge of a new continent; and posterity, to the re-
motest generation, shall walk in the hght which he has thrown
around t% em. Had it not been for him, Americans and Europeans
might have continued to countenance the moderate ordinary use of
a substance, whose most moderate ordinary use is temptation and
danger ; and, amidst a flood of prejudice and temptation, urged on-
ward bv lhemaelves, they would have made rules against drunken-
ness, like ropes of sand, to be burst and buried by the coming wave.
Temperunce Socnetnes,” he says, ¢ have not only made America truly
the new world, but in a few months they have mduced an un-
paralleled change in many districts of the l]nted ingdom.”

And says another writer, “ Temperance Societies have arisen on
our darkness like the cheering star of hope. They now flash across
our Eastern hemlsphere with the bright and beauteous radiance of
the bow of prom

And says another writer, “ It would be an act of m'rrantudq
toward; our American friends, were we in any degree to throw i inta
the shade the obligations under which we lie to them for having
originated this noble cause. If the names of Washington nn§
others are deservedly dear to them for their struggles in the cause
of freedom, there " are other names which will descend to the
latest rity, as the deliverers of their coun from a thraldom
more dreadful by far than that of any forelg,n yoke

“ The American Temperance Society,” says a writer of our own
country, * has accomplished more good than any other ever formed,
in the same space of time. The precipice over which we were
falling has been described, the alarm has been sounded, and we
are not lost. Heaven has decrecd that we shall not be lost. God
bas said to Amcrica, as he did of old to ancient Sodom, ¢ I will save

1
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you, if ten righteous, sober men can be found.” They have Leen
found, and we are redeemed.”

And says another, “ The greatest improvement of modern times
consists in the discovery that alcohol, as a beverage, is poison for
the mind, as well as the body; and the greatest invention of our
day is, that of constructing those moral machines, called TEemPE-
raNCE SociETIES. They as far exceed steam-engines, railways,
cotton-spinning machines, &c. as the mind is superior to matter ;
and the bodies and souls of mankind, are of more consequence th:an
money, and merchandise. We hope, therefore, that the time will
soon arrive, when all the inhabitants of the United States will com-

a Temperance Sociery; of which every man, woman and
child, who has arrived at years of discretion, will be a member.”

Multitudes now believe, that they cannot continue even to use
ardent spirit, without the comunission of known and aggravated sin ;
or furnish it for others, without being accessory to the ruin, temporal
and eternal, of their fellow men. Hundreds of ministers of the gos-

], thousands and tens of thousands of professed Christians, and
ﬁ\indreds of thousands of distinguished and philanthropic men, have
become convinced, that the traffic in ardent spirit, as an article of
luxury or diet, is inconsistent with the Christian religion, and ought
to be abandoned throughout the world.

When great changes take place in the natural or moral world,
‘many are anxious to know the cause; and the means by which
those changes were effected. This is now the case with regard to
‘the Temperance Reformation. Numerous inquiries have bheen
inade, during the past year, in this and other countries, with regard
to the origin of the American Temperance Society ; and the rea-
sons which led its friends to adopt abstinence from the use of ardent
spirt, as the first grand principle of their operations.

These inquiries the Committee are disposed to answer; both as
a testimony to the divine goodness, and an encouragement to all
who are Ji’sposed, in dependence on divine aid, and in the use of
suitable means, to attempt to do all for the benefit of man which
aeeds to be done.

Ahout seventeen years ago, & communication was made by a
member of this Committee, on the evils of using intoxicating liquors
at funerals ; and reasons were presented, why this practice, which had
hecome common in some parts of the country, should be done
away. One reason was, the tendency of this practice to prevent
the benefit that might otherwise be derived from providences, and
the religious exercises of funeral occasions. The effect showed
that such labors are not in vain in the Lord. The practice de-
clined, and was soon, in a great measure, done away.

. Not long after, be made another communication on the evils of
furnishing ardent spirit as an article of entertainment, especially to
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ministers of the gospel ; a practice which was also common, and was
thought by many to be a suitable expression of respect and kind-
acss toward the ininisterial ofhice. he effect of this also was
strongly marked ; and some persons from that ume adopted the
nlan oly not using ardent spirit on any occasion. 'The benefits of
abstinence were striking ; facts were collected, and arrangements
made for a mare extended exhibition of this subject. Men were
found who had been led by their own reflections, in view of the evil
which it occasions, to recnounce the use of this poison; and others
who had never used it. Yet, as a body, they enjoyed better health
than those who continued to use it, were more uniform and consist-
ent in their deportment, and more ready for every good word and
work.

In 1822, a teamster, partially intoxicated, by using what some
persons, for less, probably, than twenty-five cents, had given him, fell
under the wheels of his wagon, and was crushed to death. Anoth-
er man, tending a coal-pit, became partially intoxicated, fell asleep
on some straw, and was burnt to death. hese events occasioned
the delivery of two discourses, viz. one on the wretchedness of in-
temperate men, and another on the duty of preventing sober men
{rom becoming intemperate ; that, when the present race of drunk-
ards should be removed, the whole land might be free. The means
of doing this, the sure means, and the only means, were shown to
be, abstinence from the use of intoxicating liguors. 'This was
shown, by facts, to be both practicable and expedient, and was urged
as the indispensable duty of all men; a duty which they owed
to God, to themselves, their children, their country, and the
world.

This doctrine appeared to many to be strange ; excited great ay
tention, occasioned much conversation, and, through the blessing of
the Lord, produced great results. It was again and again enforced.
A conviction of the duty of abstinence was fastened on many con-
sciences; and it became evident from facts, that this doctrine is
adapted to commend itself to every man’s conscience in the sight

A man, for instance, distinguished for sobriety and influence, said,
« When 1 first heard the doctrine of abstinence, I did not believe it.
I was sorry to hear it. I thought it was going so much too far, that
it would only do hurt. 1 was opposed to intemperance as much as any
one, but I thought that the temperate use of ardent spirit was, for
men who labor, in hot weather, necessary. I did not believe that
men could work without. My father used it: though I recollect,
when I was about fourteen years old, two gallons would carry him
and his workmen through all the business of the season ; and when
1 left him at twenty-one, it took twelve or fifteen gallons to do the
same work. However, I began in the same way, and continued,
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all I heard that sermon. And 1 then thought, that the man who
could say, that all men, in all kinds of business, would be better with-
out the use of ardent spirit, did not understand the subject. How-
ever, I thought of it as I went home—I thought of it the next day—
it kept in my mind ; and, seeing its awful effects among the poor, |
said to myself, If it is true that men can live without, and would be
better without, it would be a great improvement, and would save
property, character, life and soul, to a great amount. So I resolved
to know whether it is true or not. I resolved, that I would not
use any myself for three months. I said nothing, however, to others,
lest they should think I was becoming wild ; but before the close of
three months, I began to suspect that it s true. I certainly feli better
than before ; and I resolved to try it three months more. At the
end of six months, I was as perfectly satisfied as I ever was of any
thing, that the idea which I had, and which most men have, that
the use of spirit does good, is a delusion.  O,” said he, ¢ it is one of
the greatest delusions under which sober men ever were. 1 atter-
wards mentioned it to my workmen, and we agreed that we would
not use any for a year. And now, for almost two years, we have
not used a drop ; and we are all persuaded, that we are vastly bet-
ter without it.”

Others tried 1t, and came to the sameresult. All who made the
experiment were satisfied that men in all kinds of business are bet-
ter without it.

And the question arose, Who knows, should the subject be pre-
sented kindly and plainly throughout the United States—be illus-
trated by facts, and pressed on the conscience—but that it may,
through the divine blessing, change the habits of the nation? Who
knows, but that our children, and children’s ehildren, may be raised

free from this abomination, to be instrumental in perpetuating
the blessings of free institutions—to be themselves made free by
the Son of God—and to spread the light and glory of that freedom
round the globe?

In 1825, the present Corresponding Sccretary wrote the Tract
No. 176 of the American Tract Society’s series, entitled “ Tue
WELL-CONDUCTED FarM,” exhibiting the result of an experiment
made by an onginal member of this Committee, upon an extensive
farming establishment, in the county of Worcester, Mass. This
tract was the same year printed, and circulated extensively through
the country.

The following are some of the advantages of abstinence, which
were shown to have resulted to the workmen, viz. They had a
better appetite for food, and were more nourished by it, than be-
fore. They had greater vigor of body and mind ; they performed
more labor, with greater ease, and were free from many of the
4iseases to which they were before accustomed. They accumu-
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lated more property, were more happy, and were more useful to
themselves and others.

The following were some of the advantages of abstinence which
were shown to have resulted to their employer :—The men did
more work, and in a better manner. It was easier to have a place
for every thing, and to have every thing in its place. The walls
and fences were kept in good repair without direction from the
owner. The cattle did not, as before, break in and destroy the
crops. The farm was more productive, and the fruits were gath-
ered in better season. ‘The tools were kept in better order ; the
barns exhibited greater neatness ; the cattle and horses were more
kind—and showed, in various ways, the benefits of abstinence from
strong drink. The men were more respectful and uniform in their
deportment ; were more contented with their living ; more desirous
of being present at morning and evening family devotion ; were more
attentive at public worship on the Sabbath, and were more interest-
ed in the welfare of all around themn.

It was then shown that, should all the people of the United
States adopt the plan of abstinence from the use of ardent spirits,
the following would be some of the beneficial results, viz. :

They would enjoy better health, be able to accomplish more
business, and live to a greater age. None of them would ever be-
come intemperate ; and as soon as the present drunkards should be
dead, intemperance would be done away.* They would save a yast
amount of property ; remove one of the principal causes of pauper-
isin and crime, disease, insanity and death; one of the greatest
dangers to our free institutions, and one of the mightiest obstructions
to the efficacy of the gospel, and all the means of grace; and
would greatly increase the prospect of their happiness and use-
fulness, and that of their children, for both worlds.}

The same year, the following sentiunents were delivered by John
Ware, M. D., before the Massachusetts Society for the Suppression
of Intemperance.}

¢ It is an impression almost universal among the laboring classes,
that ardent spirits, if not absolutely necessary, are, at least, of great
use and importance, as a support during labor; and that, moderately
used, they are a salutary, or, at lcast, an innocent stimulus. But no
impression can be more unfounded, no opinion more fatally false,
than that which attributes to spirituous liquors any power of promot-
iag bodily strength, or supporting the system under labor or fatigue.
Experience has in all quarters most abundantly proved the contrary.
None labor so constantly, so cheerfully and with so little exhaus-
tion, as those who entirely abstain; none endure so well hardships
and exposure, the inclemency of weather, and the vicissitude of

”

$€ason.
* This, and all similar statements are made on the supposition that they do aet
substitate or use aleohol in any other form.

! Appespnnz, C. { Arrexpix, D.
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* Similar testimonies begon to multiply. The evils of using, and
the benefits of abstaining from ardent spirit, hecame more and more
conshicuous ; and also the necessity, as well as the encouragement,
to 1aake more systematic, general and persevering efforts on the
subject. Individuals not only abstained, but, in some cases, agreed
together, that they would not use or furnish to others that destruc-
tive posion. But there was no system, no (})]an of operation, to
cause such a union to become universal ; and it was evident that,
unless something more universal, efficacious and persevering should
be done, our country would be ruined ; the gospel would never have
its legitimate influence over the human mind, and the reign of dark-
ness and sin would be perpetuated to the end of time. Past efforts,”
though they had on some spots, and in some cases, done good,
had not struck at the root of the evil. Their object was, to regu-
Iate the use of ardent spiits, not to abolish it. Those who made
them admitted, and most of them practised, the fundamental error,
that men in health might, without injury, and, of course, without
sin, use the poison, if they did not use too much. This was the
case with members of Societies for the Suppression of Intem-
perance. Thus, while they only retarded the growth, or clipped oft
a few of the top twigs of this poisonous tree, the roots were con-
stantly nourished, and daily struck deeper and deeper. While the
friends of temperance were reforming one old drunkard, their own
habits, if followed, would make a hundred new ones. They were,
indced, sounding the alarm, but were treading in the footsteps of
the lost; denouncing ntemperance, and encouraging the use of
. strong drink ; bewailing the effect, and perpetuating the cause;
warning men not to be drunken, and urging them to drink. Many
were enraged, almost to madness, at those who represented the
ase of ardent spirit to be a sin; and, though they had followed a
gomising son to the drunkard’s grave, and were expecting soon to

llow another, and another, they would denounce as enthusiasts, and
treat as enemies, those who urged them not to drink.

The husband, who had lost his wife by intemperance, would, for
the sake of money, furnish that which killed her to all who would

rchase, and even give it, as a token of kindness, to his nearest

iends. ‘The wife, who had seen her husband die by this poison,
would use it herself, and give it daily to her only son.

And it was perfectly evident that, unless a new movement could
be started, on a new plan, and one which should be commensurate,
in place and time, with the evil—one which should strike it at the
root, and exterminate it,—drunkenness could never be done away.
The peoarle would never become “all righteous,” nor the day of
millennial glory ever break on the world.

A meeting of a few individuals was therefore called, to consider
the following question, viz.
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“IVhat shall be done to banish intemperance from the United
States ?”

After prayer for divine guidance, and consultation on the sub-
ject, the result was, a determination to attempt the formation of an
AvericaN Teumperance Sociery, whose grand principle should
be, abstinence from strong drink ; and its object, by light and lovg
to change the habits of the nation, with regard to the use
intoxicating liquors. Some of the reasons of this determination
were,

1. Ardent spirit, which is one of the principal means of drunk-
enness, is not needful, and the use of it is, to men in health, always
injurious.

2. It is adapted to form intemperate appetites; and while it is
continued, the evils of intemperance can never be done away.

3. The use of this liquor is causing a general deterioration of
body and mind ; which, if the cause is continued, will continue to
increase.

4. To remove the evils, we must remove the cause; and to
remove the cause, efforts must be commensurate with the evil, and
be continued till it is eradicated.

5. We never know what we can do by wise, united, and perse-
vering efforts, in a good cause, till we try.

6. If we do not try to remove the evils of intemperance, we
cannot free ourselves from the guilt of its effects. |

A correspondence was therelore opened, and a meeting of meun,
of various Christian denominations, holden in Boston, January 10,
1826.

Hon. George Odiorne was called to the chair, and Rev. William
Jenks, D. D., chosen clerk.

The meeting wes opened with prayer by the Rev. Timothy
Merritt, of the Methodist Episcopal church; and after consulta-
tion, the following resolutions were introduced by Jeremiah Ewvarts,
Esq., Correéaondi_n Secretary of the American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions, and adopted, viz.

“1. Resolved, That it is expedient that more systematic and
more vigorous efforts be made by the Christian public to restrain and
prevent the intemperate use of intoxicating liquors.

“ 2. That an individual of acknowledged talents, piety, industry
and sound judgment, should be selected and employed as a ‘g:fmap
nent agent, to spend his time, and use his best exertions for the
mppres,s;ion and prevention of the intemperate use of intoxicating
liguors.

qA committee was then appointed to prepare a constitution, and
the meeting was adjourned to February 13th, 1826.

At the adjourned meeting, a Constitution was presented and
adopted, and the following persons were chosen by the members of
the meeting, at the commencement, to compose the Society, vis.
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Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. ; Rev. William Jenks, D. D.; Rev.
Justin Edwards; Rev. Warren Fay; Rev. Benjamin B. Wisner;
Rev. Francis Wayland ; Rev. Thnothy Merritt ; Hon. Marcus Mor-
ton ; Hon. Samuel Hubbard ; Hon. %Villiam Reed ; Hon. George
Odiorne ; John Tappan, Esq.; William Ropes, Esq.; James P.
Chaplin, M. D.; S. V. S. Wilder, Esq.; and Enoch Hale, M. D.

he Hon. Heman Lincoln, of the (}Saptist church, then offered
the following resolution, which was unanimously adopted, viz.

. % Resolved, That the gentlemen composing this meeting pledge
themselves to the American Society for the Promotion of '%‘emper—
ance, that they will use all their exertions in carrying into effect
the benevolent plans of the Society.”

The Society then held its first meeting, and chose the following
officers, viz.

Hon. Marcus Morton, President ; Hon. Samuel Hubbard, Vice-
President; William Ropes, Esq., Treasurer ; John Tappan, Esq.,
Auditor. -

Executive Committee—Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. ; Rev. Jus-
tin Edwards ; John Tappan, Esq. ; Hon. George Odiorne, and S. V.
S. Wilder, Esq.

On the 1231 of March succeeding, the Society met, and chcse
eighg-four men, from the Northern,and Middle States, as addi-
tional members of the Society. |

The Executive Committee tlien presented, through the press, the
following address to the public :—

“In view of the transactions above mentioned, and in accordance
with the Constitution of THE AMERICAN SucIETY FOR THE Promo-
TioN oF TEMPERANCE, the Execut.ive Committee solicit the atten-
tion of the Christian community to a few remarks relative to the
important subject here presented before them.

- *The evils resulting from an improper use of intoxicating liquors
bave become so extensive and desolating, as to call for the.im-
mediate, vigorous and persevering efforts of every philanthropist,
patriot, and Christian. The number of lives annually destroyed by
this vice, in our own country, is thought to be more than thirty
thousand ; and the number of persons who are diseased, distressed
and impoverished by it, to be more than two hundred thousand.
Many of them are not only useless, but a burden and a nuisance to
socie%;
“ These liquors it is calculated, cost the inhabitants of this country
annually more than forty millions of dollars; and the pauperisn:
~occasioned by the improper use of them, (taking the common-
wealth of Massachusetts as an example,) costs them wpwards of
twelve millions; making an annual expemse of more than fifty
miliions of dollars.

“Out of ten hundred and sixty-one casesof criminal prosecutions
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in the year 1820, before the Court of Sessions in the city of New
York, more than eight hundred are stated to have been connected
with intemperance. And so it is in all our principal cities. More
than three quarters of the crimes commitied in the country are
probably occasioned by this hateful vice. And if we add to
these the loss of time which it occasions, the loss of busmess,
the loss of imnprovement, the loss of chgracter, and the loss of
happiness for time and for eternity, the evil swells to an over-
whelming magnitude. The guilt and wretchedness resulting from
it surpass all finite conception. Scarcely any thing has a more

werful and fatal efficacy to weaken, pollute, and debase the
uman mind. It palsies every effort for improvement, hinders the
success of the gospel, and prevents the progress of the kingdom of
Christ. It destroys, by hundreds and thousands, both the bodies
and souls of men; cutting themn off from the possibility of enjoy-
ment, and plunging them into endless darkness and wo.

“ No sooner 1s a person brought under the power of intoxicating
liquors, than he seems to be proof against the influence of all the
means of reformation. If, at any time, the truth gains access to his
mind, and impresses his heart, by a few draughts of this fatal
poison, the impression is almost sure to be effaced. Hence the
notorious and alarming fact, that a person addicted to this vice is
seldom renewed in the temper of his mind, or even reformed as to
his outward character. If a single instance of the kind occurs, it
is so uncommon, that it quickly becomes the subject of remark
through a neighborhood, and often over a large extent of country,
and for years is mentioned as an extraordinary event. Most
persons given- to intemperance, proceed from one degree of
wickedness to another, till, having been often reproved, and
hardened their necks, they bring <ndden and remediless destruction
upon themselves. And they destroy not only themselves, but a
multitude of others. The intemperance of a father has extended
to three, four, five, and even to seven of his children. The in-
temperance of a family has extended its contagion through a
neighborhood, and its baleful effects have been felt by numerous
individuals and families. Many persons, in all classes of society,
have been destroyed by this vice; and no one is free from dan-
ger. A father has no security that his children will not die
drunkards; and no security that the evil will not be extended,
through them, to future generations. And with the continuance
of the present feelings and habits of the community, there is no

t that the evil will be lessened, and no possibility that it will
e away. All persons, especially the young, must continue
to be exposed. Dangers meet them in the street ; overtake them
in business ; follow them to their dwellings ; attend them in the
private interview, and in the social circle, and assail them wherever
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they go; and without a change in the sentiments and practices
of the community, the evil must continue to increase, till the
enimating prospects of this great and mighty republic are darkened,
its precious institutions ruined, and thousands and millions of its
population borne on a current of liquid fire to a world of wo.

“ THe AMERICAN SoclETY FOR THE ProMoTiON oF TEMPER-
ANCE have, therefore, after deliberate and devout attention to the
subject, resolved, in the strength of the Lord, and with a view to
the account which they must render to him for the influence they
exert in the world, to make a vigorous, united, and persevering
effort to produce a change of public sentiment and practice with
1egard to the use of intoxicating liquors.

“ For this purpose, they deem it of primary importance that they
should obtain an adequate fund for the support of a man of suitable
(tlaliﬁcations, in the office of Secretary, who shall devote himself to
the service of the Society, and, in the various ways pointed out in
the Constitution, labor to promote its object.

“In attempting to procure this fund, the Committee cheerfully
make their appeal to men of known and expansive benevolence,
who are blessed with property, and are friends to Him, who was
rich, yet, for our sakes, became poor, that we, through his poverty,
might be rich,—and request them, from love to Him and to their
fellow men, to take into serious consideration the magnitude of the
evil which this Society aims to prevent, and the immeasuruble good
which it aims to secure, and to furnish the necessary means. glf a
man of the right character may be wholly and permanently devoted
to this object, with the aid which he may receive from good men,
throughout the country, the Committee are confident that, with the
divine blessing, a system of general and powerful codperation ma
be formed, and that a change may in a short time be eﬂ'ected’:
which will save an incalculable amount of property, and vast multi-
tudes of valuable lives—a change which will be connected with the
h:ghest prosperity of our country, and with the eternal salvation
of millions of our fellow men.

“ And may God Almighty crown with glorious success this and
every other effort to do gooc{ so that Christian morality, and piety,
and happiness, may universally prevail.

S EDWARDS

J. TAPPAN, CE’“'.""'”
G. ODIORNE, ommiltee.
S. V. S. WILDER,

*“ Boston, March, 1826."

Onthe 16thof January, Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D., of Wethersfield,
Conn., commenced the publication of a series of thirty-three num-
bers, in the Connecticut Observer, entitled ¢ THE INFALLIBLE An-
Tipo1E.” His motto was, ¢ Entire abstinence from ardent spirits is



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































