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Subterranea Britannica — 35 Years on and a Limited Company

Around 120 members attended the Spring Day Conference
at the Royal School of Mines, Imperial College, London,
on Saturday, 12 April 2008. Brian Hillman’s well-
balanced programme of splendidly delivered presentations
did not, [ am sure, disappoint.

However, there were three short, business meetings before
the Conference proper could begin. The AGM of the
unincorporated Society was followed by an EGM
(Extraordinary General Meeting) of the same body, which
endorsed the proposal to incorporate the Society as a
Company limited by guarantee. This in turn was followed
by an EGM of Subterranea Britannica Limited to endorse
some cosmetic changes to our new Articles of Association
(which had been carried over without change from our
previous Constitution).

The Society, therefore, continues as Subterranca
Britannica Limited. The change was made to limit the
liability of all members to one pound only in the event of
Subterranea Britannica being wound up. Our
Constitution, as amended, is now in the form of a
Memorandum and Articles of Association as required by

the Companies Act. These documents will be circulated
in printed form in the next edition of the Members’
Handbook.

The Society goes ahead under new leadership, Martin
Dixon having taken over as Chairman, and Linda Bartlett
as Vice-Chairman. Paul Sowan and MC Black remain
on the Committee as ordinary Committee members. A
profile of Martin appears elsewhere in this edition of
Subterranea under “Who’s Who in Sub Brit’.

The feeling of the Committee is that *Subterranea
Britannica Limited’ sounds a little over formal. A proposal
will be brought to an EGM on the same day as the next
Day Conference to revert to using the name Subterranea
Britannica (without the “Limited’). Regardless of whether
the proposal is carried, the status of our Society will
remain as a Company limited by guarantee and this status
needs to be reflected on all official documents and
communications. We are also examining the pros and cons
of seeking to become a Registered Charity; any proposal
will be brought before members at a future date.
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Summary of Forthcoming Events

Sub Brit specific events

Saturday 20 September — Open day at Paddock (northwest London)
Saturday October 11 2008 — Autumn Day Conference at Bucks University, High Wycombe

December 2008
“Subterraneca’ 18 published ** Copy deadline 15 November **

General events
11 — 14 September 2008 Heritage Open Days
19 — 21 September 2008 S.F.E.S Conference - France
20 — 21 September 2008 London Open House
26 — 28 September 2008 - Hidden Earth, OTLEY, West Yorkshire

29 — 30 September, 6 — 7 & 20 — 21 October
Open days at Honecker’s bunker near Berlin
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News - Archaeology
INVESTIGATION OF COLLIERY SITES AY
MIDDLETON PARK, LEEDS, YORKSHIRE
A community archaeology project extending over two
winters has been devoted to an examination of Middleton
Park, Leeds. There are over 270 known colliery shaft
locations, with at least six different styles of coal-mining
represented, dating from the 17th to the 20th centuries.
A number of shafts were worked using ‘cog and rung’
horse gins, and there is evidence suggesting a steam engine
in 1814. There are also significant remains of
waggonways dating from 1758.

Further details may be found at the Friends of Middleton
Park’s website www.fomp.co.uk .

SOURCE: Martin ROE, 2008, Middleton Park, Leeds.
Newsletter Northern Mine Research Society, May 2008,
page 8.

FURTHER THOUGHTS ON ROYSTON CAVE,
HERTFORDSHIRE

Royston, a small Hertfordshire town on the Cambridge
border, and its ‘cave’ (a Scheduled Ancient Monument)
1s of more than usual interest to Subterranea Britannica
members. It is where Subterranea Britannica started,
under the direction of our Founder and Honorary Member
Sylvia Beamon. Indeed, in our early days, we were once
informally referred to as the ‘Royston Caving Club!”

A short article in a recent issue of Local History News
reviews some results of searching the Web for information
on this cylindrical subterranean excavation with walls
decorated with religious (Christian) carvings. The author
notes that, according to various websites, this cave is the
‘best kept secret in the UK,” is an ‘underground temple
erected [sic] by the Templars’ (how do you erect a cavity?),
‘may hold the key to the Holy Grail’, and ‘is only
comparable to a cave in the Czech Republic.” Your
reviewer, having visited Sloup Castle and its rock-cut
cave, can vouch for this last claim.

Joanna Mattingley notes previously published accounts
of archaeological and historical research, and speculation,
by (notably, amongst others) Sylvia Beamon. Joanna goes
on to suggest that the excavation may have been
commenced as a chalk or flint mine, and was subsequently
used as a prison during which time (perhaps the 1480s)
the walls were (she suggests) carved. Similar carvings
at Carlisle are noted.

The ‘cave’ is below one of the main roads near Royston’s
central crossroads, where Ermine Street crosses the
Icknield Way. When rediscovered in 1742, it had only an
awkward vertical shaft entrance through the ceiling, which
makes it sound rather more like a chalk or flint mine than
a chapel. As a prison it would be decidedly difficult to
escape from. A separate entrance via a steep flight of
rock-cut steps had been provided by the 1790s. My own
recollection of several visits some years ago is that bands
of flints are not conspicuous in the walls; and that there

is an old chalk wall associated with the nearby church
(chalk, from below the frost-shattered surface layers, was
often quarried underground for use as a building-stone).
Of course, we may never know why this excavation was
made, but can do no more than examine and assess the
evidence and theories.

SOURCE: Joanna MATTINGLEY, 2007, Tradition
versus history — Royston Cave revisited. Local History
News 85, 16 — 17.

News - Conservation, Heritage & Tourism

SOUTH CROFTY TIN MINE TO REOPEN,
CORNWALL

When South Crofty mine closed in 1998, tin sold at $6,000
per tonne. The market price is now $17,000, as a result
of strong demand from China’s electronics industry,
especially for the manufacture of mobile telephones. The
reopened mine is expected to employ up to 400 persons.
However, it is suggested that the price of tin could fall
again if demand for consumables drops as a result of
possible recession in the USA economy.

SOURCE: Marianne BARRIEAUX, 2007,
Can tin mining revive Cornish fortunes? The Guardian,
1 December 2007, page 48.

DEVELOPMENTS AT JOSEPH WILLIAMSON’S
TUNNELS AT EDGE HILL IN LIVERPOOL

The Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels (FoWT) trace their
origins from 1995, when Steve Moran and Dave Head
formed what was at first named the Friends of
Williamson’s Follies. The group was renamed the
following year, launched a website in 1997
(www.williamsontunnels.com), and is dedicated to
exploring and securing access to the enigmatic tunnels
made in the local red sandstone either side of Mason
Street, between Edge Hill and the city centre. Curiously,
it is one of two such societies in the city, the other being
the Joseph Williamson Society (JWS).

Williamson, for reasons best known to himself, caused
to be excavated a number of apparently purposeless
tunnels and underground rooms below his house in Mason
Street and adjoining land. During his later years (he died
in 1841) two railway tunnels were made below Mason
Street — one of 2,111 yards opened in 1828 to serve
Liverpool’s Wapping Goods Station, the other of 2028
yards in 1836 to serve the City’s new terminus at Lime
Street (replacing the less central earlier Crown Street
Station). The Lime Street tunnel was substantially
unroofed in the 1880s, so is now in large part the vertical-
sided rock open cutting familiar to all who have travelled
to or from the terminus.

The two societies’ activities are focused on three sites at
which access to the tunnels is currently possible. To what
extent, if at all, these three sets of tunnels were originally
interlinked below ground is not at present clear. After
Williamson’s death, his tunnels appear to have been used



as convenient places in which to dispose of houschold
refuse, ashes, and rubble from demolished buildings.

The Corporation Stables site, Smithdown Lane

This site lies between Mason Street and Smithdown Lane,
the latter running at a lower level than the former. It is
bounded on the south side by Grinfield Street, and on the
north side by the Lime Street railway cutting. The
southern end of the site has now been partially developed
with modern housing, although an area (below which a
particularly impressive but not yet re-accessed tunnel is
thought to run) remains undeveloped. Within this site
the Joseph Williamson Society have established a
Williamson Tunnels Heritage Centre by erecting a glass
screen across the end of one large though short open
tunnel; this space contains a bar / café counter and was
the meeting place used by the Friends of Williamson’s
Tunnels when they hosted a memorable International
Conference in Liverpool in 2002. Adjoining this space is
a small display area, beyond which visitors can walk
through a neighbouring smaller but longer tunnel into
the cliff, beyond daylight penetration, and re-emerge in
the glass-fronted meeting room. Members of the two
societies worked jointly on the excavation of this through
route.

Williamson’s House, Mason Street

Little more than parts of the front and side walls survive
of Williamson’s house on the City side of Mason Street,
the interior being a derelict plot of land, formerly the
ground floor. Within this area are two or three holes
communicating with parts of the tunnels, including an
impressive rock-cut “banqueting hall’ and a former cellar.
The Friends have been allowed by the City Council, who
own the site, to arrange access for interested persons from
time to time, and indeed Subterranea Britannica members
visited during the Liverpool Study Weekend in 1999.
Liverpool City Council have indicated their refusal to
deal with two separate organisations in connection with
access to or development of this site, and the two bodies
(both registered charities) have now signed a formal
agreement to collaborate with each other more closely,
possibly leading to amalgamation. Tunnels possibly
extend below the former back garden of the house, now
shortened by the making and subsequent opening-out of
the Lime Street tunnel and cutting. On the Edge Hill side
of Mason Street, two houses have displayed signs of
subsidence and are being demolished. Further tunnelling
is now known to have taken place here as well, as a ten
feet long length of tunnel (walled-up at each end) has
now been found. In 1832 it is recorded that Williamson
operated a quarry here.

Paddington
Paddington appears to have been a once-continuous street

running past the north ends of Smithdown Lane and
Mason Street, but is now in two parts as a result of its

central portion now forming the site of the Archbishop
Blanch High School. The Friends’ site is at the upper
end of Paddington, where it meets Highgate Street. A
lease has now been taken on a small area of land otherwise
occupied by Liberty Living PLC, and the Friends have
secured planning permission for their work, installed
mains electricity, and are now preparing to continue the
excavation of many tons of rubble from tunnels at present
known to exist on three levels. Members of the Friends
have undertaken training for working in a ‘low risk
confined space’ under the 1997 Confined Space
Regulations, as well as first-aid training.

SOURCE: FRIENDS OF WILLIAMSON’S TUNNELS,
2008, The Mole 18: 16 pages.

DRAFT HERITAGE PROTECTION BILL
IMPROVES PROTECTION OF UNDERGROUND
SPACE

A draft Heritage Protection Bill has been presented to
Parliament, ‘to make provision about the protection of
heritage’ with reference to England and Wales, and to
English and Welsh waters. Cultural heritage, rather than
the country’s natural heritage, is meant. Ifin due course
enacted, this will replace the provisions of the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990;
the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953;
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act
1979; and the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973.

The intention is to bring the statutory protection of
‘heritage structures’, ‘heritage open spaces’, World
Heritage Sites, and *marine heritage sites’ into a single
cohesive framework. At present, insofar as ‘heritage
structures’ are concerned, we have Ancient Monuments,
and we have three tiers of ‘Buildings’ listed as of
architectural or historical interest. A building Listed as
Grade | is reckoned to be of equivalent worth to a
Scheduled Ancient Monument.

An aspect of especial interest to Subterranea Britannica
1s that, ever since the first Ancient Monuments Act in the
1880s, any cave or excavation can be Scheduled.
However, as you cannot ‘build’ a hole in the ground, a
cave or excavation cannot be Listed unless, for example,
it has a “built’ element such as masonry tunnel portals or
linings. A number of tunnel portals are certainly Listed,
as is the entire length of Brunel’s Thames Tunnel.
Currently, a number of objects are both Scheduled and
Listed.

Under the proposed new Act, this anomaly is to be
removed. A ‘registrable” heritage structure could be (a)
a building or other structure; (b) an earthwork, field
system or other work; (c) a part of a building ... ; (d) a
cave or excavation; (e) a site comprising the remains of
anything within any of paragraphs (a) to (d); etc.

The Bill also includes ‘registrable open spaces’ such as
gardens or parks, and battlefields; World Heritage Sites
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(some of which it may be noted are of ‘natural’ rather
than ‘cultural’ interest); and marine sites such as
shipwrecks.

The greater part of the lengthy text spells out in
considerable detail the intended mechanics of registration,
appeals against registration. alterations to and deletions
from the register, and applications for consent to work at
or ona ‘heritage structure, open space, etc.’, consultation
requirements, penalties for failure to adhere to the terms
and conditions set out, and so forth. The relevant
‘Heritage Authorities’ are English Heritage (in England)
and the Welsh Minister (in Wales.) The Bill does not
extend to Scotland or Northern Ireland.

The text of the Bill is in pages 1 — 128, with explanatory
notes in pages 131 — 192,

DETAILS: DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, MEDIA
AND SPORT, 2008, Drafi heritage protection bill, April
2008. DCMS: (1) + (1) + xi + 192pp [ISBN 978-0-10-
173492-9]

BESTWOOD WINDING ENGINE HOUSE,
BESTWOOD COUNTRY PARK,
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

A Grade II Listed Victorian colliery winding engine house
at Bestwood Country Park is being converted into a new
visitor attraction. The £2m scheme includes a glass-sided
lift to take visitors to a high-level viewing gallery from
which the twin-cylinder vertical engine can be admired,
as well as views over the park. A nearby former dynamo
house is to become a visitor centre.

SOURCE: Group Travel Organiser, May 2008, page 8.

HARD ROCK MUSEUM TO OPEN AT GEEVOR
MINE, CORNWALL

The “Hard Rock Museum’ is due to open in an original
mine building at the Geevor tin mine, Cornwall, at the
end of July 2008. This will tell the story of the Geevor
mine, and of Cornish mining in general. Objects, static
and interactive displays, restored mine buildings, and
computer terminals giving access to a searchable database
are intended to be features. The database is intended to
grow, and material for inclusion is sought. Contact: Bill
Lakin at pch@geevor.com .

SOURCE: ANON, 2008, A mine of information.
Geologists ' Association Magazine 7(2), page 21.
TEMPELHOF AIRPORT DEBATE, BERLIN,
GERMANY

The site of Tempelhof Airport, Berlin, has been used for
aviation since 1909, in which year aviator Orville Wright
made a demonstration flight there. The terminal buildings
were commenced in 1923, making them the world’s
second-oldest commercial airport still in operation. In
1934 the architect Ernst Sagebiel was commissioned by
the Nazis to build a mile-long terminal in limestone, said
to be the world’s third largest building after the Pentagon

and Ceausescu’s People’s Palace. A third ofit, reportedly,
has never been used. During the Soviet blockade
commencing in 1948, the Berlin Airlift kept West Berlin
supplied with food and fuel via Tempelhof. At times, a
supply aircraft landed every 90 seconds. Not surprisingly,
the complex has its own bunkers.

Currently, the terminal hosts flights to ‘a handful of
obscure destinations,” with most international journeys
taking off from or landing at Berlin’s Tegel or Schoenefeld
Airports. And a new airport, Berlin-Brandenburg, is
under construction. The city authorities propose to close
both Tegel and Tempelhof, to allow the full development
of the new terminal. A referendum was organised for 27
April 2008 to allow Berliners to vote for or against the
continuing existence and operation of the historic airport,
despite its high running costs. Sadly for the
preservationists, insufficient people voted for the result
to be accepted as valid. Nevertheless, it was reported
that the majority of the 530,23 | votes cast were in favour
of retention.

SOURCE: Kate CONNOLLY, 2008, Berliners battle to
save vast airport that kept the city from starvation. The
Guardian, 26 April 2008, page 25; and ANON, 2008,
Referendum fails to save Tempelhof airport. The
Guardian, 28 April 2008, page 22.

ADOLF HITLER’S BUNKER RECREATED IN
BERLIN, GERMANY

A German equivalent of Madame Tussauds has opened
in Berlin. A wax effigy of the dictator, presented as in
his final days underground in the Fiihrerbunker, is to be
found along with 74 other famous Germans and others,
including Albert Einstein, Ludwig van Beethoven, Johann
Sebastian Bach and “an array of writers, artists, and TV
personalities.’

SOURCE: Kate CONNOLLY, 2008, Back in the bunker:
Hitler returns to Berlin, worried, downtrodden, under
guard — and made of wax. The Guardian, 4 July 2008,
page 24.

A MINE VISIT IN JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH
AFRICA

When in Johannesburg, pay a visit to the Standard Bank
in Simmonds Street. A lift inside can take you down to
visit a ‘beautifully preserved access tunnel or stope’ in
one of'the city’s earliest gold mines, believed to date from
the 1880s — 1890s. It was rediscovered in 1986 during
construction of the bank above, and has been incorporated,
along with a museum display occupying some 70 square
metres. This visit is reportedly open free of charge seven
days a week.

SOURCE: Colin PROSSER, 2008, Sitting on a gold
mine. Geology Today 24(2), 353 54.




MIEDZYRZECZ FORTIFIED FRONT
(NIETOPEREK BAT RESERVE), WESTERN
POLAND

Member Simon Mickleburgh, a bat specialist, has
described the 32 km tunnel system forming the
Miedzyrzecz Fortified Front (MFF) built by Germany
from Spring 1936 onwards to guard the then border with
Poland. A total length of 35 km of tunnels, including an
underground railway system, had been planned, linking
a series of surface fortified bunkers. As Germany invaded
Poland on 1 September 1939, its frontier fortifications
were left in the rear of the advancing forces, and were
not to serve any defensive purpose until the tide of World
War II had changed, and the MFF was manned in the
hope of holding back the advancing Soviet Army. The
Front, reached by the Russians on 29 January 1945, held
for only three days, and the conquerors went on to Berlin.
The war in Europe ended on 8 May 1945, As a result of
the Potsdam Conference in May the same year, the
German-Polish border was redefined as following the
Odra and Nysa rivers, generally known in the west as the
Oder-Neisse Line. This left the MFF, as it remains, in
western Poland instead of eastern Germany. Poland
however, having gained a part of former Germany, lost
territory in the east to Belarus and Ukraine.

The post-war Polish Army acquired the MFF in 1953,
but leftin 1957, being replaced by a Soviet military base
at the northern end until 1994. Anything of any value in
the tunnels was stripped out. Plans in 1985 to use the
tunnels to dispose of radioactive waste were dropped in
1988.

On 11 August 1980 about a third of the tunnel system
was declared a nature reserve (Nietoperek) for hibernating
bats. The remainder, with 48 hectares of surface land,
was similarly scheduled (Nietoperek II) in December
1998. This site is amongst the most important bat
hibernation sites in Europe, with 12 species recorded and
up to 37,000 bats counted.

SOURCE: Simon MICKLEBURGH, 2008, Nietoperek —
built for conflict but perfect for bats. Bar News 85,6 — 7.

MINERAL EXTRACTION AND THE HISTORIC
ENVIRONMENT

English Heritage have published a statement on this topic,
an A4 booklet available without charge from English
Heritage Customer Services Department (T) 0870-333-
1181 or Email customers(@english-heritage.org.uk citing
product code 51396.

A welcome feature of this statement is that English
Heritage recognises that historic mine and quarry sites,
at the surface of the ground or underground, may
constitute a valuable archaeological resource in
themselves. Encouragingly, the booklet includes a
diagram of the Grimes Graves flint mines, and a
photograph of a group of ten or so persons wearing
overalls and helmets appropriate for an underground visit.

DETAILS: ENGLISH HERITAGE, 2008, Mineral
extraction and the historic environment. English
Heritage: 19pp.

News - Defence & Military

PLANNING APPLICATION TO DEMOLISH RAF
CHENIES ROTOR RADAR STATION

A planning application has been submitted to Dacorum
Borough Council in Hemel Hempstead to allow the
demolition of the Rotor Radar station at RAF Chenies in
Buckinghamshire. The application includes clearance of
the site, construction of a dwelling, garages and stable
and reversion of land to agriculture & paddocks.

The pretfabricated R8 operations block is the only example
still standing but is not eligible for listing as it is classed
as a temporary building.

The building was last used by the RAF in the mid 1990s
and was listed for disposal in 2004. In recent years it has
suffered some vandaslism.

SOURCE: Planning application fixed to the gate.

NORWICH ROC GROUP HEADQUARTERS
DEMOLISHED

Demolition of the Norwich ROC Group HQ started in
July 2008 and was completed within a few days. The
contractors were instructed to raze the building to ground
level with all the rubble being pushed into the remaining
underground rooms. Nothing was removed from the
bunker before demolition started.

The contractors allowed a small party into the bunker to
take photographs during the early stages of the demolition.

The bunker was demolished despite no planning
permission to develop the site. The owner chose to
demolish quickly because of a local campaign to save the
building which was getting a lot of support.

In the last 10 years a number of planning applications to
develop this prime site on the Norwich ring road have
been turned down. These have included a fast food outlet.

SOURCE: Local observation.

WEHRMACHT BUNKER FOUND ON DANISH
BEACH

A Wehrmacht bunker has been found under the beach on
the North Sea coast of Denmark. It was undamaged and
contained furniture and remains of uniforms. In contrast
to the end of the German Reich in Berlin, life along the
Danish coast had been totally different: “no enemy
contact, occasionally a fishing boat towed out a target to
sea so that we could practise firing”, according to a former
soldier who served in the bunker to the end.

Some 2,000 bunkers were built along the Danish coast
as part of the Atlantic Wall defence system. The bunker,
near Ringkebing, only came to light a few weeks ago.
Drift sand must have covered it shortly after the war,
according to the local museum head. It’s the best example
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of a bunker yet found in Denmark. The bunker, type
“Regelbunker (Standard design) 5017, is some 20 sq
metres in area and housed 10 soldiers. The walls are 2
metres thick. In the bunker there was a boot under the
bed, a spanner was lying on the table, together with parts
of a telephone which had been dismantled. There were
also bottles of ink, remains of uniforms and postage
stamps lying under sand.

The Germans capitulated in Denmark on 5 May, 1945,
and the soldiers in the bunker had to leave within three
days. The five 10.5cm guns of the 5/180 coastal battery
had to be left behind; the soldiers were only able to take
their personal weapons and kit with them. A possible storm
caused water to enter the bunker to a depth of one metre,
and the people discovering the bunker had to wade through
a 20 - 25 cm deep mixture of salt water, sand and mud.
The furniture and metal objects in the bunker have all
rotted away or are rusty

Some 8,000 bunkers made up the Atlantic Wall, which
was built between 1942 and 1944 over a length of just
under 2700 km of coastline. The Wall only had limited
value due to its lack of defences in depth.

SOURCE: Der Spiegel 1.7.2008.
RHYDYMWYN IN PEACE, FLINTSHIRE

The World War 11 Government site at Rhydymwyn, so
secret that it was the only secret site never located by
German intelligence, has a new lease of life as a closed
nature reserve, managed by DEFRA in collaboration with
NE Wales Wildlife. Tunnelled storage, commenced in
1938, was used for keeping stocks of mustard gas. And
from 1942 — 44 experimental work was carried on in
connection with uranium-235 isotope enrichment.
Decommissioning of the 35 hectare site commenced in
1959. A recent visit report, by the Botanical Society of
the British Isles, reports no rare species, but an impressive
species diversity.

SOURCE: Joe PHILLIPS and Delyth WILLIAMS, 2008,
Rhydymwyn Valley Nature Reserve, Flintshire (v.c. 51),
9" June. Botanical Society of the British Isles News 108,
page 60 — 61.

USA NUCLEAR WARHEADS REPORTEDLY
REMOVED FROM RAF LAKENHEATH,
SUFFOLK

Evidence has been published which suggests that the USA
has, quite possibly some years ago, removed the last 110
“free fall’ nuclear weapons from English soil, where some
have been stored during the last 54 years. ‘Gravity’ or
‘free-fall’ delivery from over-flying aircraft is presumably
outmoded by the inter-continental ballistic missile, and
by firing from submarines. A USAF document on
inspections of US nuclear sites, released in January 2007,
includes a note stating ‘not applicable to Lakenheath.’
Further information is reportedly at http://www.fas.org/
blog/ssp/ .

Britain’s nuclear weapons are designed and built at
Aldermaston and maintained at Burghfield (both near
Reading) but operationally based in anti-nuclear Scotland!
Neither the British nor the US governments comment on
the whereabouts or transportation of nuclear weapons.

SOURCE: Julian BORGER, 2008, US removes its
nuclear arms from Britain. The Guardian, 26 June 2008,
page 12: lan DAVIS, 2008, Nuke-free England. The
Guardian, 27 June 2008, page 37.

News - Mines & Quarries

ELM PARK UNDERGROUND BUILDING-
STONE QUARRY, GASTARD, CORSHAM,
WILTSHIRE

Elm Park mine (ST 885683) at Gastard, near Corsham,
commenced quarrying dimension stone underground in
the early 1920s, this work continuing until 1936 when it
was requisitioned for RAF storage purposes. There were
attempts to secure and activate planning permission for
the recommencement of quarrying in 1988 and 1990, and
eventually permission was granted in 1997 time-limited
to 31 December 2003. In November that year, planning
permission was extended to 31 May 2010. Since 1997
the operation has changed hands ‘at least three times’,
the current operators being Wessex Dimensional Stone
Ltd, who also quarry stone underground at Chilmark,
near Tisbury. At some point since 1997, the quarrying
has been extended beyond the permitted area. Local
residents have complained about noise from the
underground quarrying affecting their enjoyment of their
homes (sound carries well through solid rock.)

The underground quarry, to which access is gained via a
slope-shaft, has an area of 2.3 hectares, and lies 20 to 30
metres below ground level.

Consideration is being given to changing working
methods, to alleviate the sound problem, and to an
application for retrospective planning permission for the
arca worked beyond the originally permitted limit.
Current proposals are to quarry a further 47,024 tonnes
of stone over the next 15 years, the material to be brought
to surface by fork lift truck for onward transportation by
flat-bed lorry. The current planning permission allows
an extraction ratio of 60% (leaving 40% of the stone
unworked in roof-support pillars), with roadways no
wider than 4.88 metres, and pillars 6.1m x 12.8m.
Application is being made for permission to drive
roadways up to six metres wide, with nine metre square
pillars allowing a floor to ceiling height of nine metres,
representing an extraction ratio of 64%. Roof-bolting is
envisaged. Some doubt has been cast on the acceptability
of the plans.

SOURCE: ANON, 2008, Elm Park mine. Mineral
Planning 116 (April 2008), page 12.



TWO APPARENTLY HITHERTO UNRECORDED
PRESUMED OIL SHALE MINE DRIFTS NEAR
WEST CALDER, WEST LOTHIAN

Access viaroof-falls has been reported to two mine drifts,
assumed to be parts of a former oil shale mine, about
four kilometres south of West Calder. Two abandoned
brick buildings with concrete roofs stand nearby, and may
have been functionally associated with the tunnels. The
original drift portals are bricked up.

The northern drift is of rectangular cross-section, dipping
downwards at about 15°. A line of steel rails is bolted to
the concrete floor. The similar southern drift is wider,
and has two sets of rails, with some surviving points at
the up-dip end, and numbered refuge alcoves in the walls
every 10 metres or so. After some 40 metres the tunnel is
of unlined rock-cut construction. Fragments of un-
processed shale and coal are reported. The lower end of
the drifts are flooded or blocked by debris including a
dead sheep.

The mine apparently is not one already identified as a
recorded named site, such as Baads or West Mains Mine.

SOURCE: Roger GALLOWAY, 2008, Meet report —
an unknown mine. Bull. Grampian Speleological
Group, 4" Series, 3(4), page 12.

SALT MINE GROUND STABILISATION AT
NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE

Four brine-filled abandoned salt mines at Northwich have
been filled, safeguarding 32 hectares of land in and around
the town formerly at risk of subsidence. Grout made
from pulverised fuel ash from coal-fired power stations
mixed with saturated brine was used. The filling project
has been awarded the Institution of Civil Engineers’ North
West Merit Award for 2008, and the Ground Engineering
Stability Award for the same year. Support pillars of rock-
salt left 1n situ during the active life of the mines had,
subsequent to their abandonment, been dissolved away
by surface water which had got into the.mined cavities
via the old access and winding shafts. Saturated brine
was used in the grout as, of course, this would be unable
to dissolve any more rock salt.

SOURCE: ANON, 2008, Pioneering mine filling plan
wins new honours. Weekly Guardian [Cheshire], 19
March 2008, page 9.

BATH STONE QUARRIES, COMBE DOWN,
BATH

The 18th century underground building-stone quarries at
Combe Down, at the top of the hills to the south of Bath,
are being almost completely filled with foamed concrete.
Some very limited access is being retained, with massive
steel supports, to allow for hibernating bats, and to
preserve an ‘archaeological sample’ of the quarry.
SOURCE: Alan GRAY, 2008, Some serious shoring.
Descent 201, page 11.

B

COMMERCIAL GOLD MINING TO
COMMENCE AT TYNDRUM, SCOTLAND

An Australian company, Scotgold, has purchased the
Cononich mine near Tyndrum, about 40 miles north of
Glasgow, where they have a licence to extract gold from
an area of 2,700 square kilometres of land. This is likely
to mean the crushing and screening of vast quantities of
rock which will presumably be left behind after the minute
gold content has been removed.

SOURCE: ANON, 2008, Mining news. Descent 201,
page 8.

ROKHAGI COAL MINE, SUAUROY, FAROE
ISLANDS

Unlike well-documented Iceland, the similarly almost entirely
volcanic (albeit long-since extinct) Faroe [slands had little
on the way of an overall single publication on the
archipelago’s geology until Joéannes Rasmussen and Arne
Noe-Nygaard’s Geology of the Faeroe Islands published in
1970 as Danmarks Geologiske Undersogelse, 1" Series,
number 25.

The search for winnable oil has extended from offshore
sedimentary rocks to submarine volcanics, including the
much-fractured basalts of the Brito-Arctic Province
extending from the Hebrides and Northern Ireland, via
Rockall, the Faroes and Iceland, to Greenland. Oil and gas
were found in inter-basaltic sandstones in the Faroe-Shetland
Basin in 2004. The Joannes Rasmussen Conference, named
in honour of the co-author of the above-mentioned
publication, was held recently in Torshavn (capital of the
Faroes) and included field excursions on some of the 17 or
so inhabited islands in the group.

Of particular interest was an underground visit to the
abandoned Rokhagi coal mine adit (reputedly negotiable for
some 200 metres) in a mountainside on the largest of the
southern islands, Suduroy. Two photographs of the mine
portal published in the report cited here indicate a comfortable
standing-height tunnel around 1.5 metres wide, with a single
narrow-gauge railway track. Although mining is known to
have been commenced in the 18" century, and there have
been studies of resources from time to time, it is thought that
the working here has been inactive for some decades at least.
Perhaps, as with similar lignite beds between lava flows in
Iceland, it was in production primarily during the First and/
or Second World Wars, when importation of coal was
problematic. Neither the Faroese nor the Icelandic coal secams
outcrop in areas well served by road links or harbours. This
coal is, of course, not of Carboniferous Age, but dates only
from the Eocene. Jurassic coal was worked until quite
recently at Brora, in Scotland. And other coal younger than
the Carboniferous is still worked by a Russian concern on
Svalbard (Spitzbergen) by agreement with Norway.

SOURCE: Simon PASSEY, 2008, Basalt and the bits in
between... Geoscientist 18(4), 18 —23.




